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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

AWARENESS, KNOWLEDGE AND INTEREST

Overall, around half of Queenslanders provided a

correct or partially correct definition of STEM (unprompted), and
this has remained steady following an increase in 2021.
Consistently with previous years, science continues to be
associated with school science subjects such as chemistry,
biology and physics. Other associations include theories and
experiments.

While three in five Queenslanders are generally interested in
science, the proportion of those ‘very interested’ has softened
and the proportion of those disinterested has continued to
increase since 2016. Consistent with previous years, health &
medicine and biology are the top two areas of interest, with
astronomy replacing technology in third place. While both
genders have similar interest levels for astronomy, females tend
to be more interested in health and medicine, and biology.
Males, those aged under 45, and highly educated respondents
were likely to show interest in any area of science.

PERCEPTIONS AND ATTITUDES

Nearly four in five Queenslanders believe that scientific
development has a positive impact on society, a steady trend
since 2018. The proportion who feel science has a significant
negative impact remains low at around 4%. First Nations
Peoples are significantly less likely to believe there has been a
positive impact from scientific discovery.

The majority (80%) feel that science is critical for the
Queensland economy, and a similar percentage of respondents
believes science will enable a broad range of job prospects.

| KANTAR PUBLIC

Some of the negative perceptions about science, such as
‘school science programs are not engaging and interesting for
students’ and ‘scientific developments will reduce the number of
jobs’ have seen a decrease in agreement since 2018.

Parental encouragement of children to study science, pursue a
career in science, and be involved in extracurricular activities
related to science remains high, however, the degree of
encouragement has somewhat softened. The percentage of
parents who would discourage their children is highest among
young parents and those who did not study beyond high school.

MEDIA AND SCIENCE NEWS / INFORMATION

The majority still feel there is not enough information about
science in the media, but this trend has been softening over the
years, with one in three feeling content with the level of media
coverage on science. This feeling is shared most among those
aged 45 and 54 and among those currently working.

Most learn about local social events and activities via TV,
followed by Facebook and other websites. While social media is
more popular for those under 45, First Nations people and
those currently working, TV is a more popular source of
information about events for those aged 65 and over and
retirees. There is an opportunity to increase awareness via
social media channels, as those who use these channels
regularly tend to find information through them.

SCIENCE ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS

The majority (51%) feel there are not enough science events
and activities in their area, with metro residents being less likely
to feel this way. Males and those aged under 45 are
significantly more likely to be content with the number of events
offered.

Consistently with previous years, visits to zoos/animal
parks/aguariums, museums, and guided nature tours/botanic
garden visits remain the most popular science-based activities.
Those aged under 45 were significantly more likely to have
participated in any science-based activity and parents were
significantly more likely to have attended most activities.
Interest in science-based activities is moderate, with the highest
level of interest being among younger people, parents, and
tertiary educated people.

Awareness of both National Science Week and the World
Science Festival has remained steady since 2021 with SEQ
residents being more aware of the World Science festival. One
in two say they would be interested in events such as National
Science Week in the future. While overall interest is at a similar
level to 2021, the degree of interest has shifted, with more
saying they are ‘somewhat interested’ rather than ‘very
interested’. While awareness of Citizen Science has increased
since 2021, only 30% of those have participated. This is a
decline from 44% in 2021, driven by a decline in people
participating in their local area.

SCIENCE IN QUEESLAND

One in five could name a scientist or scientific discovery.
Mentions of scientists and medical / COVID-19 research
increased significantly since 2021.

COMMON DEMOGRAPHIC DIFFERENCES

There were some common demographic trends observed
throughout, whereby certain.groups consistently held greater
interest and more positive perceptions towards science. These
included: those aged between 25 and 54, tertiary educated,
parents, and workers. Consistently with 2021, there were
relatively few notable differences by region compared.
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THE RESEARCH
Background

The Queensland Government envisions a future where the community values
science and recognises the positive impact of science on developing solutions to
society’s challenges. A scientifically literate and engaged community will be more
prepared to plan and react to future challenges and take advantage of new
opportunities.

The four-year Engaging Queenslanders in Science strategy (2021-24) is an
initiative of the Queensland Government, designed to increase awareness and
understanding about the importance of science, innovation and STEM (science,
technology, engineering and mathematics) education.

This strategy has a larger goal of encouraging Queenslanders to engage in,
recognise, support and advocate for science. Through engaging with science,
Queenslanders’ appreciation for science grows and will allow them to realise the
benefits of science. This will build a community that uses, respects and advocates
for science.

Since 2016, Kantar Public have conducted three studies among
Queensland adults to measure and understand perceptions towards and
engagement with science.

Following a review of the Engaging Queenslanders in Science strategy
by the Office of the Queensland Chief Scientist (OQCS) based on
previous research findings, the Engaging Queenslanders in Science
Strategy 2021-24 was put in place.

The main objective of this research was to gain an updated view of
Queenslanders’ perceptions and attitudes towards science.

The 2023 survey aimed to continue measuring change since the
implementation of the Engaging Queenslanders in science strategy.

ICANTAR PUBLIC



THE RESEARCH
Methodology

1,242 Queensland residents aged 18 years
and over took part.

Quotas were set to ensure all broad
Queensland regions were represented (see
next slide). Soft quotas on gender and age
were also used to ensure a good spread of
respondents.

Data was post-weighted to 2021 ABS
Census data to ensure that the sample is
representative of the population statistics in
Queensland. Weighting was conducted by

age, gender and location within Queensland.

= =

The survey design from 2023 remained
largely consistent with the previous two

studies, with minor changes where relevant.

The 10 minute online survey was scripted
and hosted by Lightspeed Research, who
also recruited participants from their panel
partners.

The survey was in field from the 17" April
to the 30" April, 2023.

Statistical significance testing has been based on
demographic profiles and characteristics, namely: gender,
age, region, parental status, education and employment
status. For the purposes of this report, only statistically
significant differences of interest are shown, as follows:

A Denotes figure is significantly higher or
v lower than all other subgroups at 95% CI

Where possible, comparisons have been made to the
previous two studies, denoted by a dotted line; ===-

Caution is needed in interpreting data with small base sizes
of n=30 and under.

The base note included on each page throughout the report
represents the sample size; i.e., the number of respondents
who answered the relevant question. On some charts, value
labels below 3% have been removed for ease of reading.

Data shown in graphs and tables are rounded to the nearest
whole number, and in some instances where results are
summed, there may be a rounding error of £1%.

ICANTAR PUBLIC



THE RESEARCH
Broad Queensland Regions

Greater Brisbane/Gold Coast/Sunshine Coast

Darling Downs (includes Southern Downs, Western QueenSIand region definitions are based on a
Downs, Toowoomba and Goondiwindi) combination of ABS Statistical Divisions and
Fitzroy/Wide Bay/Burnett (includes Rockhampton Queensland Government classifications. The
and Bundaberg) map shows an approximate visual
Northern/Mackay (includes Townsville and Mackay) representation of each region.

Cairns

Far North Metro (includes Cairns and Port Douglas) Region quotas have been kept consistent to

ensure results are comparable over the years.

Remote/Outback Queensland
Townsville

: Fitzroy/
Darling : Northern Remote/
SEQ Downs RS 12 /Mackay RIINEL Outback
Burnett
Rockhampton
2016 n=210 n=227 n=254 n=252 n=190 n=67
2018 n=251 n=217 n=268 n=240 n=174 n=78
2021 n=227 n=207 n=265 n=263 n=200 n=57
2023 n=302 n=194 n=249 n=279 n=169 n=49

ICANTAR PUBLIC
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AWARENESS OF STEM ABBREVIATION

Almost half of Queenslanders know some or all of the STEM acronym, awareness having remained steady since 2021. English and Education
were some commonly misattributed subjects.

AWARENESS OF STEM ABBREVIATION CHANGE IN AWARENESS OVER TIME

49

P4
P4
knew some or L7
all of the STEM ,,/
abbreviation Pig
200/3/
P4

14%
= Correct 11% —"———ﬂ%
*t‘! -

m Partially correct

- 11%
m [ncorrect
9%
Don't know
2018 2021 2023
QL. Firstly, in the context of the following sentence, what do you think the abbreviation STEM stands for? ——

l(AN TAR PU B L I C There is currently a focus on STEM in Queensland schools. R Dptted ine denotes a
significant difference between years

BASE: All respondents (2023 n=1,242; 2021 n=1,219; 2018 n=1,228).
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AWARENESS OF STEM ABBREVIATION

Correct knowledge of the STEM acronym was more likely among those aged under 35 years.

AWARENESS OF STEM ABBREVIATION BY DEMOGRAPHICS

Incorrect Fully or partially
o— INCORRECT CORRECT . o par

w ? Female 18% 33% 15% 51%

18 t0 24 years 17% 59%

251034 years 22% A 62%

. . 35 t0 44 years 20% 54%
e
55 t0 64 years 10% 39%

65 to 74 years 12% 30%

75+ years 28% 16% 17% 44%

Q1. Firstly, in the context of the following sentence, what do you think the abbreviation STEM stands for?

l( A NTA R PU B L I C There is currently a focus on STEM in Queensland schools. A IDenotehs ﬁgu”re iﬁ significantly higheroor
BASE: All respondents (2023 n=1,242). V ower than all other subgroups at 95% ClI



AWARENESS OF STEM ABBREVIATION

Those with higher education, those currently working or studying, as well as parents, were also more likely to know the acronym.

AWARENESS OF STEM ABBREVIATION BY DEMOGRAPHICS

correct

&— INCORRECT CORRECT ®
|
A cox
Mk
r | 13%
Not currently working 18% 49%

(incl. home duties and study)

ICANTAR PUBLIC

Q1. Firstly, in the context of the following sentence, what do you think the abbreviation STEM stands for?
There is currently a focus on STEM in Queensland schools.

BASE: All respondents (2023 n=1,242). *Note: ‘Not currently working’ includes: home duties, studying,
looking for work, permanently ill/unable to work

A Denotes figure is significantly higher or
v lower than all other subgroups at 95% CI
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UNPROMPTED UNDERSTANDING OF SCIENCE

Science continues to be associated with school science subjects such as Chemistry, Biology and Physics, as well as theories and experiments.

PHYSICS PISCOVERIES vty EXPERIMENT

CELLS GroLogy TESTING

HEALTH 1 UBE Bfafb GUEYARNTEZSPERIODIC TABLE

EARTH S —
- MATTER COATS
OBSERVATION INVENTIONS

EXPERIMENTING INNOVATION CHEMICAL " S0+

EDUCMIONFUTURE SCHOOL para GRAVITY “PANCEiNvESTIGATION
INTERESTING LAB ANATOMY  pyipEnce PLANETS

INNOVATIVE KNOWLEDGE _HARD ADVANCEMENT TUBES EXPLORATION

universe LIFE CHEMI STRY SPACE THEORIES

. : - . HUMAN
BUNSEN BURNER gTypy SCIENTISTS TECHNOLOGY TEST

EXPERIMENTATION STEM MEDICAL LABS SCIENTIFIC
CHEMICALS SOCIAL FACTS EXPERIMENTS °“ :

UNIVERSITY  MATHEMATICS  ATOMS — MEDICINE EVOLUTION
AGRICULTURE  ,crponomy ENERGY SCIENTIST - GENETICS THEORY

ANIMALS -
NATURE < BURNERS
METHOD SMART BEAKER DIFFICULT 43

ENGINEERING
HYPOTHESIS (SR

ELEMENTS

DEVELOPMENT DNA SCIENCE [ ABORATORY

FUN

Al. When you think about science, what words or phrases first come to mind?
l(ANTAR P U B L I C BASE: All respondents (2023 n=1,242).

Note: The top 100 words mentioned by respondents are shown in the above word cloud. Words mentioned more often are shown in larger text.
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INTEREST IN SCIENCE

Nearly three in five Queenslanders state that they are generally interested in science. However, the proportion who feel disinterested continues

to increase since 2016, and the proportion who are ‘very interested’ has softened.

INTEREST IN SCIENCE CHANGE IN INTEREST OVER TIME

58% "z —~..

. Sso 40%
are interested ~<38% _
in science o

29%
TSl 21% 22%

m Very interested
®m Somewhat interested 9%

Neither interested nor disinterested ———==="""_ 6% 8%

. 3% ==~
Somewhat disinterested

m Very disinterested 2016 2018 2021 2023

l(ANTAR P U B L I C A2. Thinking about science, as defined above, how interested would you say you are in science?
BASE: All respondents (2023 n=1,242; 2021 n=1,219; 2018 n=1,228; 2016 n=1,200).

Dotted line denotes a
significant difference between years
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INTEREST IN SCIENCE

Interest is somewhat stronger among those aged 25 to 54, while weaker for those younger and older. There continues to be a disinterest in

science among those under 25.

INTEREST IN SCIENCE BY DEMOGRAPHICS

Net disinterested Net interested
(1-2) (4-5)

e— DISINTERESTED INTERESTED N
o o Male 38% 21% 21% 59%
"
25 to 34 years 49% 19% 15% 68%

it
75+ years 34% 15% 18% 48%

l(ANTAR P U B L I C A2. Thinking about science, as defined above, how interested would you say you are in science?
BASE: All respondents (2023 n=1,242; 2021 n=1,219).

A Denotes figure is significantly higher or
v lower than all other subgroups at 95% CI
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INTEREST IN SCIENCE

Those with higher education are more interested in science in general. Parents and students also have a strong interest. Meanwhile, retirees and
those not currently working are among the most disinterested groups.

INTEREST IN SCIENCE BY DEMOGRAPHICS

Net disinterested Net interested
(1-2) (4-5)

&— DISINTERESTED INTERESTED ®

TAFE, Cert or Aprenticeship 38% 13% 21% 52%

Vl,
Undergraduate Degree 45% 30% 14% A 75%

)
oy

- N I Ki

& duties and study) 23% 5%

(incl. home duties and study)

ICANTAR PUBLIC

A2. Thinking about science, as defined above, how interested would you say you are in science?
BASE: All respondents (2023 n=1,242).

A Denotes figure is significantly higher or
v lower than all other subgroups at 95% CI
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AREAS OF INTEREST

Health and medicine, biology, and astronomy are the top 3 areas of interest for Queenslanders. Males, those under 45, and highly educated
respondents were likely to show an interest in any area of science. The main difference between the top 3 areas is that females are more
interested in health and biology than males, while both genders have a similar level of interest for astronomy.

INTEREST IN BROAD AREAS OF SCIENCE

I 579
N 43%
Astronomy | 7
Technology [ :5:
N 4%
N 26
Chemistry |GGG 25
N 259
Computer science |G 23

Geology [N 23
N 0%
I 15
B 7

Health and medicine

Biology

Environmental studies

Physics

Agriculture

Engineering

Mathematics

None of the above

ANY AREA

HEALTH

BIOLOGY

ASTRONOMY

E )
92% Male
94% Female

V¥38% Male
A74% Female

V¥31% Male
A53% Female

37% Male
36% Female

DEMOGRAPHIC DIFFERENCES

e
95% < 45 years
91% 45+ years

V 47% < 45 years
A 66% 45+ years

50% < 45 years
37% 45+ years

40% < 45 years
33% 45+ years

°®
T

92% Parent

93% Not parent

56% Parent
59% Not parent

45% Parent
42% Not parent

36% Parent
37% Not parent

A

V¥88% High school

93% TAFE

A99% Undergrad

98% Postgrad

52% High school
63% TAFE

56% Undergrad
65% Postgrad

42% High school
42% TAFE

47% Undergrad
48% Postgrad

42% High school
34% TAFE

33% Undergrad
37% Postgrad

ICANTAR PUBLIC

BASE: Those not ‘very disinterested’ in science (2023 n=1,139)

A4. Which of the following broad areas of science are you interested in?

A Denotes figure is significantly higher or 17
v lower than all other subgroups at 95% CI



AREAS OF INTEREST

Biology and Physics have seen increased interest over the years. Health and medicine has been the topic of greatest interest since 2016, having
also seen a significant increase since 2021, while Technology has slipped to fourth position.

INTEREST IN BROAD AREAS OF SCIENCE

57%

49%A9%

44%439
v 40% 40%
36%37%

0,
320 e 320, 547
A 30% .
0626% 25% 0 %

4 26/0 0 25% 24% (yzs% o 25%25%,40, 220 A
0990, 0

20% 22% 21%

19% 19%18%

Health and Biology Astronomy  Technology Environmental Physics Chemistry  Agriculture Computer Geology Engineering Mathematics
medicine studies science

2016 m2018 ®m2021 m=2023

35%

I(ANTAR P U B L I C A4. Which of the following broad areas of science are you interested in? A Denotes figure is significantly higher or 18
BASE: Those not ‘very disinterested’ in science (2023 n=1,139; 2021 n=1,118; 2018 n=1,164; 2016 n=1,152) v lower than previous period at 95% ClI
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PERCEIVED IMPACT OF SCIENCE

Nearly four in five Queenslanders feel that scientific development has a positive impact on society, and this has remained stable since 2018.

PERCEIVED IMPACT OF SCIENTIFIC DEVELOPMENTS

_—

6%

believe scientific
development has a
positive impact on
society

m Significant positive impact

®m Small positive impact
Neither positive or negative impact
Small negative impact

m Significant negative impact
Don't know

2%

CHANGE IN PERCEIVED IMPACT OVER TIME

61% 0
. 60% £80%
P d
I”’
P4
&
45:/3,/
32%
LY
\\\\\
‘s\\lg% 19% 19%
~
TR —— 4
1%
2016 2018 2021 2023

ICANTAR PUBLIC

Bla. Overall, please indicate the impact you believe scientific development is having on society in general.
BASE: All respondents (2023 n=1,242; 2021 n=1,219; 2018 n=1,228; 2016 n=1,200).

== ==™*"= Dotted line denotes a
significant difference between years

20



PERCEIVED IMPACT OF SCIENCE

Those aged 25 to 34 and those aged 65 to 74 are the most likely to believe there has been a negative impact from scientific discovery.

PERCEIVED IMPACT OF SCIENTIFIC DEVELOPMENTS BY DEMOGRAPHICS

&—NEGATIVE POSITIVE ® (1-2) (4-5)

TOTAL 19% 58% 7% 76%

W? Female , 17% 58% 7% 75%

. 35 to 44 years B 19% 59% 4% 78%
L1 NS o Asw

l(AN TAR PU B L I C Bla. Overall, please indicate the impact you believe scientific development is having on society in general. A Denotes figure is significantly higher or
BASE: All respondents (2023 n=1,242; 2021 n=1,219). v lower than all other subgroups at 95% Cl



PERCEIVED IMPACT OF SCIENCE

Those with postgraduate qualifications and First Nations Peoples are among the most likely to believe there has been a negative impact from
scientific discovery, though the proportion is relatively low. First Nations people are significantly less likely to perceive a positive impact from

science.

PERCEIVED IMPACT OF SCIENTIFIC DEVELOPMENTS BY DEMOGRAPHICS
&—NEGATIVE POSITIVE ® ) (4-5)
High-school (up to year 12) % 69%
&7 TAFE Certor Aprenticeship B 7% 76%
! Undergraduate Degree I 16% 69% 4% 85%
Postgraduate Qualification G 14% 70% 11% 84%
3. Parent 5% 81%
K\R Not parent 8% 73%
First Nations 9% V 41%
~ Non-First Nations 1% 19% 59% 7% A 78%
Metro/North Coast/South Coast AR 6% 76%
Darling Downs 9% 81%
‘F Northern/Mackay [ 9% 7%
Cairns 19% 55% 9% 74%
Fitzroy/Wide Bay/Burnett 8% 75%
Western/Remote Queensland | 17% 53% 6% 70%

l(AN TAR P U B L I C Bla. Overall, please indicate the impact you believe scientific development is having on society in general. A Denotes figure is significantly higher or
BASE: All respondents (2023 n=1,242). v lower than all other subgroups at 95% CI



GENERAL ATTITUDES TOWARDS SCIENCE

Most agree that science is critical for the Queensland economy and will enable job growth. Only one in five agree with the stereotype that
scientists spend ‘most of their day in a laboratory’.

Science is critical for the Queensland economy

Studying science will enable a broad range of job
prospects

Studying science will lead to a well-paying job
Studying science won't necessarily get you a good
job
A career in science is only for high performing
students

School science programs are not engaging and
interesting for students

It is easier to have a career in science if you are
male

Scientific developments will reduce the number of
jobs

People in science-related careers spend most of
their day in a laboratory

AGREEMENT STATEMENTS ABOUT SCIENCE

& 3% 46%
2 4% 53%

el 4% 26%

9% 4% 23%

8% 5% 26%
5% 7% 32%
5% 8% 42%

Don'tknow mStrongly disagree  mDisagree

Neither agree nor disagree

AGREE

34%

23%

40% 16%

16% 6%
16% 5%
16% 3%

mAgree mStrongly agree

Net agree

(4-5)

80%

76%

56%

40%

36%

31%

22%

21%

19%

ICANTAR PUBLIC

B2. To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statements about science?
BASE: All respondents (2023 n=1,242; 2021 n=1,219).

23



GENERAL ATTITUDES TOWARDS SCIENCE

The perception that ‘it is easier to have a career in science if you are male’ has decreased, while other perceptions have remained at a similar
level to 2021.

AGREEMENT STATEMENTS ABOUT SCIENCE (% AGREE 4-5)

A

83%

80%

5% 76%

72%
68%
55% 56%
47% 4505 46%
40%
0% 3796207 3600
30% 2g94 317 29% Y
24% 0 23% 24%
22% 21% 19% 19%
15%

Science is critical for Studying science will  Studying science will Studying science won't A career in science is School science It is easier to have a Scientific People in science-
the Queensland enable a broad range lead to a well-paying necessarily get you a only for high programs are not career in science if developments will  related careers spend
economy of job prospects job good job performing students engaging and you are male reduce the number of most of their day in a

interesting for students jobs laboratory

2016 = 2018 m 2021 m 2023

I(ANTAR P U B L I C B2. To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statements about science? A Denotes figure is significantly higher or 24
BASE: All respondents (2023 n=1,242; 2021 n=1,219; 2018 n=1,228; 2016 n=1,200). v lower than previous period at 95% ClI



GENERAL ATTITUDES TOWARDS SCIENCE

Parents are significantly more likely to believe science is critical for the economy and that studying science will lead to a well-paying job. Those
aged under 45 years are significantly more likely to believe a career in science is easier if you are male, scientific developments will reduce the
number of jobs, and people in science-related careers spend most of their day in a laboratory.

Science is critical for the

Studying science will
enable a broad range of

AGREEMENT STATEMENTS ABOUT SCIENCE (% AGREE 4-5) BY DEMOGRAPHICS

It is easier to have a
career in science if you

Scientific developments
will reduce the number of

A career in science is
only for high performing

School science programs
are not engaging and

Studying science won't

Studying science will .
necessarily get you a

People in science-related
careers spend most of

Queensland economy job prospects lead to a well-paying job good job students interesting for students are male jobs their day in a laboratory
rora [N co- HENEEE o NN - B 0 o BN o HE STl 22 | 26 [l
vic N - D v B s B o B o« EE s |l 2 20 Il
remale [ S ' [ ~ I s~ IH 3 | 38 [ 200 |l 220 |l 2% [l 18%
<asyears [EEEE o I - B - HH 300 [ a3 [ s Il A3 Axzc Il A
wyears [ > ~ HE s+ Il SUN 300 [l 2% [l v i vise i Vv 13%
parent [ NAc I o HEEE Ao HE 300 [ a3 [l | 2% |l 2% |l 19%
Not parent [ v D > I voo «1% [l 20 [l 20% [l 190 [l 20% [l 18%
High school or below
TAFE, Cert, Appr.
Undergrad degree A A
Postgrad degree
Currently working 84% 81% A 66% 38% 39% 37% A 28% 23% A 24%
Retired 76% 70% 48% 42% 30% 26% 14% 16% 10%
Not working 80% 83% 53% 40% 44% 26% 22% 22% 20%
l(ANTAR PU BLIC B2. To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statements about science? A Denotes figure is significantly higher or 25

BASE: All respondents (2023 n=1,242). v lower than all other subgroups at 95% CI
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ENCOURAGEMENT OF STUDY

Nearly four in five parents would encourage their child/children to study science subjects in high school, though the level of encouragement is

softening.

ENCOURAGEMENT OF CHILD STUDYING SCIENCE

/8%

would encourage
their child to study
science subjects in
high school

m Strongly encourage

® Somewhat encourage
Neither encourage nor discourage
Somewhat discourage

m Strongly discourage
Don't know

CHANGES IN ENCOURAGEMENT OVER TIME

48%

1%

0%
2016

2018

0%

1%
2021

2023

ICANTAR PUBLIC

C1. To what extent have you/would you encourage your child/children to study science subjects in high school?
BASE: Respondents with children (2023 n=539; 2021 n=583; 2018 n=540; 2016 n=475).

Dotted line denotes a

significant difference between years



ENCOURAGEMENT OF STUDY

Very few would discourage their children from studying science, though this is slightly more common among younger parents (aged 18-24) and
those who did not study beyond high school.

ENCOURAGEMENT OF CHILD STUDYING SCIENCE BY PARENT DEMOGRAPHICS

— DISCOURAGE ENCOURAGE ° (1-2) (4-5)

TOTAL | 36% 42% 2% 78%

° o Male | 30% 49% 2% 79%
m Female T aow 1% 78%
18 to 24 years 40% 33% 5% 73%

25 0 34 years T 7 S 19% 83%

2 2 35 to 44 years o 37% 45% 2% 82%
ivm 45 to 54 years 20% 55% 1% 75%

55 0 64 years | 2 a8s

e+ years | T 25 1%

High-school (up to year 12) | 45% 29% 5% 74%

TAFE, Cert or Aprenticeship 0% 76%

] Undergracuate Degree | 25 o1%

Postgraduate Qualification 21% 56% 2% 81%

l(ANTAR P U B L I C C1. To what extent have you/would you encourage your child/children to study science subjects in high school? A Denotes figure is significantly higher or
BASE: Respondents with children (2023 n=539). v lower than all other subgroups at 95% CI



ENCOURAGEMENT OF CAREER

Seven in ten would encourage their child to pursue a career in science. Total level of encouragement remained stable since 2021 after an increase

in 2018.

ENCOURAGEMENT OF SCIENCE-BASED CAREER

/0%

would encourage
their child to
consider a science-
based career

m Strongly encourage

® Somewhat encourage
Neither encourage nor discourage
Somewhat discourage

m Strongly discourage
Don't know

CHANGES IN ENCOURAGEMENT OVER TIME

A 40% ____—
0
34 / 32%

,//N%
26% ’

s
,/
’I
’I

,I

17%
2%

0% ~o% *’
2016 2018 2021 2023

0%
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C3. To what extent have you/would you encourage your child/children to consider a science-based career?
BASE: Respondents with children (2023 n=539; 2021 n=583; 2018 n=540; 2016 n=475).

= ==" Dotted line denotes a

significant difference between years

29



ENCOURAGEMENT OF CAREER

Parents with university qualifications are among the most likely to encourage their children to pursue a science-based career.

ENCOURAGEMENT OF SCIENCE-BASED CAREER BY PARENT DEMOGRAPHICS

Net discourage Net encourage
) (4-5)

— DISCOURAGE ENCOURAGE ®
TOTAL 1% 0%
: 2 Male | 8% 3% | 1% 3%
T ? Female | ae% 2% | 0% o8%
18 to 24 years h 50% 24% 3% 75%
25 t0 34 years S 1% 76%
: . 35 10 44 years 0% 4%
iwm 45 to 54 years 27% 46% 1% 73%
55 to 64 years 4% 23% | 2% 72%
65+ years T T - -
High-school (up to year 12) | 2% 71%
TAFE, Gertor Aprenticeship T - =
| Undergraduate Degree 0% 81%
Postgraduate Qualification | 41% 37% 1% 78%

ICANTAR PUBLIC

C3. To what extent have you/would you encourage your child/children to consider a science-based career?
BASE: Respondents with children (2023 n=539).

A Denotes figure is significantly higher or
v lower than all other subgroups at 95% CI
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ENCOURAGEMENT OF ACTIVITIES

Two in three parents would encourage their child to be involved in extra-curricular science activities. This remains a significant increase from 58%
in 2018, despite a slight drop since 2021.

ENCOURAGEMENT OF SCIENCE-BASED ACTIVITIES CHANGES IN ENCOURAGEMENT OVER TIME
40%
6 7 % 39% 40% 0%
W
would encourage
- - ,
f[helr chlld_to bg L #735%
involved in science- R 27%
P 4
based activities 23% R
. s
outside of school \ ot
4
] m Strongly encourage 18%

® Somewhat encourage

Neither encourage nor discourage

Somewhat discourage 2%
m Strongly discourage 0% N e— S S meaa. 0%

Don't know 2016 2018 2021 2023

l(ANTAR P U B L I C C6. To what extent have you/would you encourage your child/children to be involved in science-based activities outside of school? == ™" Dotted line denotes a

BASE: Respondents with children (2023 n=539; 2021 n=583; 2018 n=540; 2016 n=475).

significant difference between years 31



ENCOURAGEMENT OF ACTIVITIES

Parents aged under 25 are the most likely to actively discourage their children from partaking in extracurricular science-based activities, while
parents aged between 25 and 64 are generally more encouraging.

ENCOURAGEMENT OF SCIENCE-BASED ACTIVITIES BY PARENT DEMOGRAPHICS

— DISCOURAGE ENCOURAGE ° ) (4-5)

TOTAL | 2% S

. o e T T 2 oo
Lk Female e 2 o6
18 to 24 years 12% 57%

26 1034 years e 19 %

. 35 0 44 years 2 a6
ivm 45 to 54 years 28% 40% 1% 68%
55 0 64 years T —— 196 9%

65+ years 2% 50%

High-school (up to year 12) ! 5% 49%

TAFE, Cert or Aprenticeship | s 2% | 0% 71%

| Undergraduate Degree 4% 7%
Postgraduate Qualification 34% 44% 0% 78%

l(ANTAR P U B L I C C6. To what extent have you/would you encourage your child/children to be involved in science-based activities outside of school? A Denotes figure is significantly higher or
BASE: Respondents with children (2023 n=539). v lower than all other subgroups at 95% CI



6
SCIENCE IN THE

MEDIA



AMOUNT OF MEDIA

One in three feel the amount of news they hear about science in the media is adequate, and this has remained stable since 2021. The majority still

feel there is not enough information, however this has been softening over the years.

PERCEPTIONS OF MEDIA COVERAGE

35%

believe there is the right
amount of news about
science available in the media

m There is the right amount of news or information
about science available in the media and online

There is too much news or information about
science in the media and online

m There is not enough news or information about
science available in the media and online

Don't know

CHANGES IN PERCEPTIONS OVER TIME

51%
45%

28% 27%
2016 2018

35%
32% —

-
- =

-
-
-

2021 2023

D2. Which of the following best describes the amount of information or news about science that you currently
l(AN TAR P U B L I C see or hear through the media or online?

BASE: All respondents (2023 n=1,242; 2021 n=1,219; 2018 n=1,228; 2016 n=1,200).

Dotted line denotes a
significant difference between years
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AMOUNT OF MEDIA

Those aged between 45 and 54 are the most content with the level of media coverage about science.

PERCEPTIONS OF MEDIA COVERAGE BY DEMOGRAPHICS
amount

TOTAL 35% 35%

> 2 Male 37% 37%
w ? Female 33% 33%

18 to 24 years 41% 41%

25 to 34 years 44% 44%

e = 35 to 44 years 41% 41%
iﬁm 45 to 54 years 39% 48% 48%
55 t0 64 years m 3%

65 to 74 years 27% 27%

75+ years s 1%

Too much m Not enough ® Right amount

D2. Which of the following best describes the amount of information or news about science that you currently see or hear A Denotes fiaure is sianificantly hidher or
l(AN TAR P U B L I C through the media or online? g 9 y hig

0,
BASE: All respondents (2023 n=1,242). Note: ‘Don’t know’ responses have been hidden from chart. v lower than all other subgroups at 95% Cl



AMOUNT OF MEDIA

Those currently working are significantly more likely to feel they are getting the right among of information.

PERCEPTIONS OF MEDIA COVERAGE BY DEMOGRAPHICS

Net right
amount

TOTAL 35%
High-school (up to year 12) 29%
- TAFE CortorApremiceshi 33%
|
Undergraduate Degree 40%
Postgraduate Qualification 49%
8 Parent -
b\
Not parent 33%
Currently working A 23%
e Retired 28%
i Not currently working
. | 26%
(incl. home dutuies and study) ©
Too much  mNotenough m®Right amount
D2. Which of the following best describes the amount of information or news about science that you currently see or hear A Denotes fi is significantly hiah
l(AN TAR PU B L I C through the media or online? enotes Tigure IS signiicantly higher or 36

BASE: All respondents (2023 n=1,242). Note: ‘Don’t know’ responses have been hidden from chart.

v lower than all other subgroups at 95% CI



MEDIA SOURCES

Two in three learn about events in their area via TV, and half via Facebook or other websites. For those who use TikTok and Twitter, over half say
they learn about events in their area through these channels.

MEDIA SOURCES OVERALL

TV 67% USAGE BY THOSE WHO REGULARLY USE EACH

Facebook 50%
Facebook 68%

Instagram 20%

TikTok 13% 59%

Learn about events TikTok 54%

Twitter BEZ through some form _
of social media Twitter 54%

Instagram 44%

v

LinkedIn
LinkedIn 46%

Snapchat B4

Snapchat 33%

Websites 49%

Radio 37%

. 3
S

Other 8%

D3. Through what sources do you learn about events in your area?
l( ANTAR PU B L I C BASE: All respondents (2023 n=1,242). “New question in 2023 37
D4. Which social media channels do you use on a regular basis (at least weekly)?

BASE: Respondents who use Facebook (n=867); Twitter (n=112); Instagram (n=481); LinkedIn (n=138); TikTok (n=278); Snapchat (n=210)



MEDIA SOURCES

TV is a more popular source of
information about events for
those aged 65 and over and
retirees.

Social media is more popular for
those under 45, First Nations
people and those currently
working.

TOTAL

Male

Female

18-24 years
25-34 years
35-44 years
45-54 years
55-64 years
65-74 years

75+ years

Parent

Not parent

First Nations

Not First Nations

Currently working
Retired

Not working

v

v
v

A

v

67%

70%
65%

42%
49%
55%
78%
76%
81%
93%

66%
68%

58%

A 350

56%

Social Media

59%

¥V 51%
A 65%

91%
A 849%
A 72%
51%
55%
V 37%
V 19%

64%
55%

A 720
V¥V 30%
74%

Websites

49%

50%
49%

43%
51%
51%
39%
55%
53%
40%

51%
48%

51%
48%
42%

Radio

37%

37%
38%

VY 14%
\ 4 27%
31%
58%
45%
45%
49%

38%
37%

35%
45%
V¥ 19%

ICANTAR PUBLIC

D3. Through what sources do you learn about events in your area?
BASE: All respondents (2023 n=1,242). “New question in 2023

A Denotes figure is significantly higher or
v lower than all other subgroups at 95% ClI
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2
SCIENCE ACTIVITIES &

EVENTS



UNPROMPTED AWARENESS OF ACTIVITIES

More than a third of Queenslanders could name a science-related event or activity they noticed in their local area in the past 1-2 years.

UNPROMPTED AWARENESS OF ACTIVITIES
LOCAL OBSERVATION POINT

BRISBANE SCIENCE FESTIVAL

LIGHT SHOW SPECTACULAR
DINOSAUR EXHIBIT

NATIONAL YOUTH SCIENCE FORUM

) TREE DAY SCHOOL HOLIDAY PROGRAMS
CROWN OF THORNS ' g ARRIER REFF STUDIES AT THE LOCAL MUSEUM

SCIENCE SHOW
- A COBB AND CO IMAGINARIA
WORLD SCIENCE FESTIVAL g ART PRECINCT SCIENCE WEEK

SCIENCE WEEK ACTIVITIES

= Aware FITZROY BASIN WATER  CITIZEN SCIENCE MY LOCAL AREA
ASTROLOGY IN THE PARK WILLOW PROJECT STAR GAZING

PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN ANY SCIENCE EVENTS

o SCHOOL SCIENCE FAIR
CANCER TRAILS GREAT BARRIER REEF

THE UNIVERSITY ~ CYCLONE AWARENESS
LOCAL MUSEUM

COASTAL CLEANUP
HIGH SCHOOL SCIENCE
SCIENCE WEEK AT GOMA

m Not aware

l(ANTAR P U B L I C Elnew. What science events and activities, if any, have you noticed in your local area in the past 1-2 years?
BASE: All respondents (2023 n=1,242).
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AMOUNT OF SCIENCE EVENTS

Only one in ten feel the amount of science events and activities in their area is adequate. The majority feel there is not enough events/activities

available.

PERCEPTIONS OF SCIENCE EVENTS

= RS

believe there is the right amount of
science events/activities available
in their area.

m There is the right amount of events/activities available
There is too many events/activities available
B There is not enough events/activities available

Don't know

ICANTAR PUBLIC

E4. Which of the following best describes the amount of science events and activities in your area?
BASE: All respondents (2023 n=1,242). *New question in 2023

A Denotes figure is significantly higher or
v lower than all other subgroups at 95% CI
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AMOUNT OF SCIENCE EVENTS

Males and those aged under 45 are significantly more likely to feel they have the right amount of science events and activities in their area.
Those in metro locations are less likely to feel there are not enough.

PERCEPTIONS OF SCIENCE EVENTS Net right
amount

TOTAL L1%

o o Male A 1%
k) Female v ™%

Iﬂ'fm, 18 to 44 years A 7%

45+ years v

Metro/North Coast/South Coast 11%

Darling Downs 11%

‘F Northern/Mackay 15%
Cairns 11%

Fitzroy/Wide Bay/Burnett 11%
Western/Remote Queensland 4%

Toomany ®Notenough ®Right amount

l(AN TAR P U B L I C E4. Which of the following best describes the amount of science events and activities in your area? A Denotes figure is significantly higher or
BASE: All respondents (2023 n=1,242). *New question in 2023 v lower than all other subgroups at 95% Cl



AMOUNT OF SCIENCE EVENTS

Postgraduates and those currently working are significantly more likely feel they have the right amount of science events and activities in their

area.

PERCEPTIONS OF SCIENCE EVENTS

Net right
amount

TOTAL 11%

High-school (up to year 12) 9%

- TAFE, Cert or Aprenticeship 10%
|

Undergraduate Degree

Postgraduate Qualification

A 20%

.8 Parent 15%
b\

Not parent 9%

Currently working A 15%

i Retired \/ B

L Not currently working 11%

(incl. home dutuies and study)

m Right amount Too many

m Not enough

ICANTAR PUBLIC

E4. Which of the following best describes the amount of science events and activities in your area?
BASE: All respondents (2023 n=1,242). *New question in 2023

A Denotes figure is significantly higher or
v lower than all other subgroups at 95% CI
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PARTICIPATION IN SCIENCE-BASED ACTIVITIES

The most common activity for Queenslanders in the past 12 months has been visiting a zoo/animal park/aquarium. One out of two did this activity,

with most of these having gone elsewhere in Queensland to do so. Only a small number of people participated in activities online.

PARTICIPATION IN SCIENCE-BASED ACTIVITIES

. : 24% : : 4%
Visit to zoo/animal | NEES 32% 54% Public science l s | 13%
park/aquarium lecture/seminar —
20% 0

. 3% |
Visit to museum Online science l 4% 13%

forums/chats/live streams —

Guided nature tours/nature 2213/&] 41%
play/visit to botanic gardens 3"2"0/ 10%
Participation in science club ’
90f’zo/ :|22%
Visit to science centre ’
3% ] 10%
. : 5%
Open house tours of science ‘60/1’0% ] 17% World Science Festival
facilities
0,
6% 13% s hi | 67$ :| 13%
National Science Week 6% omething else

EYes, in my area ®Yes, somewhere else in Queensland Yes, online No

E2. Have you or has anyone in family participated /attended any of the following science-based activities in the last 12 months, either in area/somewhere else in

ICANTAR PUBLIC Queersianc?

BASE: All respondents (2023 n=1,242).
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PARTICIPATION IN SCIENCE-BASED ACTIVITIES

Visits to a zoo/animal park/aquarium, museums and guided nature tours/botanic garden visits remain the most popular science-based activities.
Participation in National Science Week, online science forums/chats/streams and public lectures/seminars saw decreased participation this year.

PARTICIPATION IN SCIENCE-BASED ACTIVITIES (TOTAL % PARTICIPATED)

41%

39%
33%
A
0,
25% A A
4 22% o
. 18% y 9% y 20/0
15% 0 17% 150/
9% 9% 10% 10%
’ 8% 7%
Visit to Visit to museum Guided nature Visitto science  Open house National Science Online science Public science Participation in
zoo/animal tours/nature centre tours of science Week forums/chats/live lecture/seminar  science club
park/aquarium play/visit to facilities streams

botanic gardens
2016 m2018 m2021 m2023

13%

10%
“

World Science
Festival

E2. Have you or has anyone in your family participated /attended any of the following science-based activities in the last 12

’ . . - A Denotes figure is significantly higher or
I l ' I ‘ h h h | land?
l(AN AR P B I months, either in area/somewhere else in Queensland v lower than previous period at 95% CI 45

BASE: All respondents (2023 n=1,242; 2021 n=1,219; 2018 n=1,228; 2016 n=1,200).



PARTICIPATION IN SCIENCE-BASED ACTIVITIES

Those aged under 45, parents, tertiary educated and those currently working are consistently more likely to have participatedin events and

activities.
PARTICIPATION IN SCIENCE-BASED ACTIVITIES (TOTAL % PARTICIPATED) BY DEMOGRAPHICS
Visit to zoo/animal Guided nature tours/ Open house tours of Online science Public science Participation in science
. Visit to museum nature play/ visit to Visit to science centre P . . National Science Week forums/chats/live ] P World Science Festival
park/aquarium botanic gardens science facilities streams lecture/seminar club
oAl [l s I s~ IR 41% [ 2% | 17% | 13% 13% | 13% [ 10% || 10%
vic ]l s R = R+« B 21% ] 19% I} 15% [ 16% [ 15% [ 1% | 12%
remae [N 55 M 4% I | 22% |} 16% | 12% | 1% | 1% | 10% | 8%
<syears Ao I A5 I A5 I A a2 | A | Asx | A2% [ A1 [} A19%
45+ years B v v3o% [ v || v 9% | Vv 5% | v 4% | v 5% | vV 4% | v 3%
Parent (] (i (] (i () ( () ( (i
A 53% 48% A 29% 21% A 19% A 20% 14% A 16% A 15%
Not parent Bl v 37% [ vien [ 14% |} vio% | v o |} 12% | v % | v 7%
High school or below v A\ 4 v \ 4 v
TAFE, Cert, Appr. v v
Undergrad degree A A A A A
Postgrad degree A A A A A A A
Currently working A64% A 58% A51% A31% 21% A 20% A 20% A 16% A 16% A15%
Retired V38% V 32% V¥ 28% YV 10% V 10% V 3% VY 2% V 5% VYV 1% V 1%
Not working 60% 34% 47% 17% 25% 18% 20% 18% 17% 15%
E2. Have you or has anyone in family participated /attended any of the following science-based activities in the last 12 months, A D f is sianifi v high
l(AN TAR PU B L I C either in area/somewhere else in Queensland? enotes figure is significantly higher or 46

BASE: All respondents (2023 n=1,242).

v lower than all other subgroups at 95% ClI



INTEREST IN SCIENCE-BASED ACTIVITIES

Interest in science-based activities is moderate, with the highest level of interest being among younger people, parents, and tertiary educated
people. Retirees are among the least interested.

INTEREST IN SCIENCE-BASED ACTIVITIES DEMOGRAPHIC DIFFERENCES
e ot e 2" I h i b 3
facilities |n| * ,ﬁ\wm ‘h
Guided nature tours/nature play for _ 31%
children 70% Male A 85% < 45 years 78% Parent
Citizen science activities* _ 29% % 73% Female v 61% 45+ years 67% Not parent
Science talks/seminars for adults _ 23%
Science clubs for adults _ 23% -
fi 1 \i»‘
science clubs for children | NN 2 -+ g
Online portals/web based activities _ 17% A 83% Currently 67% High school 70% Metro/North/South Coast
working 64% TAFE 79% Darling Downs
Science talks/seminars for children ||| 3% > 66% Not . A87% Undergrad A.80% Northern/Mackay
Z currently working  87% Postgrad 75% Cairns
Something else I 2% V¥ 58% Retired 73% Fitzroy/Wide Bay/Burnett
69% Western/Remote
None of the above |GGG 25 Queensland

E3. If they were available, which of the following types of science-based activities or events would you or anyone in your

. ) . ) : o ; A Denotes figure is significantly higher or
I P immediate family be interested in participating in or attending?
l(AN AR U B L I C y P pating 9 v lower than all other subgroups at 95% CI 47

BASE: All respondents (2023 n=1,242). *New response item in 2023



INTEREST IN SCIENCE-BASED ACTIVITIES

Interest in open house tours continues to increase, while interest in science clubs for adults and children, and online portals/web based activities,
have reverted to similar levels seen in 2018 following a spike in 2021.

INTEREST IN SCIENCE-BASED ACTIVITIES

A
33%
29% A 28%628%
0 25%
24%24%) 3, A 239 210/
20% oo/ 21% 0
\ 4 1 0 17%
15% o% 16%
13%
1% 1% 2%
Open house tours  Guided nature Citizen science Science Science clubs for Science clubs for Online portals/web Science Somethlng else None of the above
of science facilities tours/nature play activities* talks/seminars for adults children based activities talks/seminars for
for children adults children

2016 m2018 m2021 wm=2023

E3. If they were available, which of the following types of science-based activities or events would you or anyone in your

S . ) ’ : o ; A Denotes figure is significantly higher or
I P diate family be int ted t t ttending? . .
I(AN AR U B L I C Immediate fam'ly be Interesied in pariicipating in or attending . ; v lower than previous period at 95% CI 48

BASE: All respondents (2023 n=1,242; 2021 n=1,219; 2018 n=1,228; 2016 n=1,200). *New response item in 2023



AWARENESS OF QUEENSLAND SCIENCE EVENTS

One in two have heard of National Science Week, and one in five have heard of World Science Festival. Awareness of each has remained stable
since 2021. Regional and SEQ residents have similar awareness levels of National Science week, but those in the South-East have stronger
awareness of World Science Festival.

AWARENESS OF QUEENSLAND SCIENCE

EVENTS
National Science Week 49%
World Science Festival
Queensland Women in STEM
Young Tall Poppy Science
Award* . 4%
0 0,
44% 42% 48% 49%
\_—"_——
22%
19%
13% 11% _-o\g ’
—_— e
2016 2018 2021 2023

= National Science Week ==\\orld Science Festival

NATIONAL
SCIENCE WEEK

WORLD SCIENCE

FESTIVAL

™
45% Male
53% Female

23% Male
16% Female

DEMOGRAPHIC DIFFERENCES
[ -4 ..
iR N
51% Parent
48% Not parent

48% < 45 years
50% 45+ years

A 26% < 45 years
V14% 45+ years

20% Parent
19% Not parent

iy
=

..i‘
49% Regional
49% SEQ

50% Currently
working

50% Retired

40% Not currently
working

24% Currently
working

13% Retired

20% Not currently
working

V¥ 12% Regional
A 25% SEQ

ICANTAR PUBLIC

E5. Before today, which of the following science-based events have you heard of in Queensland?
BASE: All respondents (2023 n=1,242; 2021 n=1,219; 2018 n=1,228; 2016 n=1,200). *New response items in 2023

A Denotes figure is significantly higher or
v lower than all other subgroups at 95% ClI

Dotted line denotes a
significant difference between years
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INTEREST IN FUTURE QUEENSLAND SCIENCE EVENTS

One in two say they would be interested in events such as National Science Week in future. While overall interest is at a similar level to 2021, the
degree of interest has shifted, with more saying they are ‘somewhat interested’ rather than ‘very interested’.

INTEREST IN FUTURE QUEENSLAND SCIENCE EVENTS CHANGE IN INTEREST OVER TIME
550 0 40%
)0 2806 39%
are interested TTseaL 3M
in future -
Queensland
science events
- _ 15% 16% 15%
m Very interested \11'% ‘—____-
® Somewhat interested -
0

Neither interested nor disinterested 704 — b e - - 10%
Somewhat disinterested 5%

m Very disinterested
(0]
Don't know 2016 2018 2021 2023

E6. National Science Week is Australia’s annual celebration of science and technology. It includes science events, activities, talks -—— - .
Dotted line denotes a

l(AN TAR P U B L I C and shows for all ages. How interested are you in attending events like these in the future? significant difference between vears
BASE: All respondents (2023 n=1,242; 2021 n=1,219; 2018 n=1,228; 2016 n=1,200). 9 y
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INTEREST IN FUTURE QUEENSLAND SCIENCE EVENTS

Interest in attending events like National Science Week is highest among those aged 25 to 34. Those aged 45 and over tend to be more

disinterested in events.

INTEREST IN FUTURE QUEENSLAND SCIENCE EVENTS BY DEMOGRAPHICS

Net disinterested Net interested
(1-2) (4-5)

e— DISINTERESTED INTERESTED N

18 to 24 years 37% 16% 16% 52%

25 to 34 years . 46% 29% v % A 75%

. o 35 to 44 years M ) 48% 16% V 7% 64%
55 to 64 years 41% 6% 26% 47%

ICANTAR PUBLIC

E6. National Science Week is Australia’s annual celebration of science and technology. It includes science events, activities,
talks and shows for all ages. How interested are you in attending events like these in the future?
BASE: All respondents (2023 n=1,242; 2021 n=1,219).

A Denotes figure is significantly higher or
v lower than all other subgroups at 95% CI
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INTEREST IN FUTURE QUEENSLAND SCIENCE EVENTS

Tertiary educated people and workers are significantly more interested in events.

INTEREST IN FUTURE QUEENSLAND SCIENCE EVENTS BY DEMOGRAPHICS

e— DISINTERESTED INTERESTED —e (1-2) (4-5)

High-school (up to year 12) 30% 14% 27% V 44%

’r TAFE, Cert or Aprenticeship 40% 10% 23% 50%
|

Undergraduate Degree % 52% 22% 10% A 74%

Postgraduate Qualification i b 52% 23% V 5% A 75%

® Parent % 46% 17% 13% 63%
L\

Not parent 36% 14% 23% 50%

Currently working 45% 20% V 12% A 64%

. Retired 37% 7% A 329 V 44%

Not currently working | 39% 17% e e

(incl. home duties and study)

ICANTAR PUBLIC

E6. National Science Week is Australia’s annual celebration of science and technology. It includes science events, activities,
talks and shows for all ages. How interested are you in attending events like these in the future?
BASE: All respondents (2023 n=1,242).

A Denotes figure is significantly higher or
v lower than all other subgroups at 95% CI
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CITIZEN SCIENCE

Almost one in four Queenslanders have heard of Citizen Science, with only 30% of those having participated, a decline from 44% in 2021, driven by
a decline in people participating in their local area (17% in 2023, down from 35% in 2021). Awareness, however, has increased slightly since 2021.

CITIZEN SCIENCE AWARENESS AND PARTICIPATION

24%

have heard of
Citizen Science

of those who have heard of Citizen In my area

Science Elsewhere in QId

(Equating to of Queenslanders)

m Aware unprompted

m Aware prompted 23% 24%
Not aware ===
Don't know

Aware and participated

m Aware and not participated 2018 2021 2023

—Total awareness Total participation

ICANTAR PUBLIC

E7. Before today, have you heard of Citizen science? BASE: All respondents (2023 n=1,242; 2021 n=1,219; 2018 n=1,228).

E8. Have you heard of Citizen science based on this description? —— =
BASE: Respondents unaware of Citizen Science at E7 (2023 n=1,111; 2021 n=1,064; 2018 n=1,174) Rebased to total.
E9. And have you participated in any Citizen science activities?

BASE: Respondents aware of Citizen Science (2023 n=389; 2021 n=325; 2018 n=236). Rebased to total.

Dotted line denotes a
significant difference between years
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CITIZEN SCIENCE

Those aged 25 to 34 years are significantly more likely to have participated in Citizen Science activities.

AWARENESS AND PARTICIPATION IN CITIZEN SCIENCE BY DEMOGRAPHICS
(of those aware)

TOTAL 7% 16% 24% 30%

. - Male

ln. ? Female 24% 28%

18 to 24 years 28% 34%

25 to 34 years 23% A 599

b & 35 to 44 years 23% 29%

ﬂrm 45 to 54 years 21% 12%

55 to 64 years 11% 16% 26% 41%

65 to 74 years e/ 19% 2294 V 12%

75+ years 26% 129

R SEQ 8% 14% 22% 36%

+ Regional 6% 19% 250 23%
m Aware and participated m Aware and not participated

l(ANTAR P U B L I C E7. Before today, have you heard of Citizen science? A Denotes figure is significantly higher or
BASE: All respondents (2023 n=1,242). v lower than all other subgroups at 95% CI



CITIZEN SCIENCE

Those with postgraduate qualifications are significantly more likely to have heard of Citizen Science, though only one in four have participated.

AWARENESS AND PARTICIPATION IN CITIZEN SCIENCE BY DEMOGRAPHICS

High-school (up to year 12)

Net aware

1 17% 31%
v TAFE, Cert or Aprenticeship 19% 30%
i
Undergraduate Degree 27% 37%
Not parent 21% 30%
Currently working 25% 41%
g Retiec
I TR
Aware and participated m Aware and not participated
l( AN TAR PU B L I C E7. Before today, have you heard of Citizen science? A Denotes figure is significantly higher or 55

BASE: All respondents (2023 n=1,242).

v lower than all other subgroups at 95% CI



CITIZEN SCIENCE ACTIVITIES

Citizen Science activities tended to involve animal monitoring.

IDENTIFIED BEETLE
ACTIVITIES oo

__ REPORT PARTICIPATED [prpacT
PROTECTION FROG  countiNg CORAL
SCHOOL EAGLES  FESTIVAL
PARTICIPATE NATURALIST BACKYARD

VOLCANO
COLLECT COUNTED
LEARN

ENVIRONMENTAL
RECORDED ONLINE g
“C SURVEYS ]
DINASOUR ;S;EL‘TE BIRDS Events neLp GARDEN
) AERL SEARCHED MARINE KOALA
CANE TOADS ASSIST SEAGRASS
FROGS ~ TRpg CONSTRUCTION  MONITOR

TURTLE " GREAT  VOLUNTEERED yspum
RECORD R ROADS PATEGONIA "

arch OB oA IDENTIFICATION

APP ¢yrypy MAIN SIGHTINGS
REPORTING SPECIES

WHAT DID YOU DO?
VERBATIM QUOTES

“It was a bird sighting app, to count the number of birds in our area at
the same times of the day for a 7-day period.”

“Reef protection & monitoring.”

“Reporting a large crocodile sighting in an area frequented by families
and pets.”

“Took photos of a rare bird, took photos of koalas shared online.”

“Participated in STEM activities in my area to learn about this topic.”

“Look for and identify how many bird species we could see in the
immediate area around our home.”

“Collected koala droppings for DNA testing; Tree planting; Wildlife
monitoring.”

M O NITORIN G “As a teacher we participated in collecting information/data for various
CROCODILE projects. | also ran Science week activities and the Science Club. Maths
Olympiad was also great.”
l(ANTAR PU BLIC E10. And what did you do? 56
BASE: Respondents who had participated in Citizen Science (2023 n=104).
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UNPROMPTED AWARENESS OF QUEENSLAND SCIENCE

One in five Queenslanders could name a Queensland scientist or scientific discovery. Of these, around half mentioned a discovery. Mentions of
scientists and medical / COVID-19 research increased significantly since 2021.

» Of those aware of Queensland scientists and discoveries...

UNPROMPTED AWARENESS OF QUEENSLAND 270
SCIENTISTS AND SCIENTIFIC DISCOVERIES 47% /0
mentioned a scientist

mentioned a discovery

Dinosaur mentions 22% A Professor lan Frazer 8% A
22% 12%
. . Others (low level
Cervical cancer vaccine 20t men(tions) ﬂ
/ HPV vaccine . 70/0 18% A
0

Great Barrier Reef coral
bleaching / preservation
/ controlling Crown of 6%
= Aware 4% 22%

Thorns
Not aware mentioned COVID-19 or medical research

Cancer Research Ll%

4% A COVID-19 vaccine . 6%
12% A

2018

1%
1;3% w2021 Medical research 2%
2% m2023 11% A

F1. In the spaces provided below, please name any Queensland scientists or scientific discoveries in Queensland that you

Vaccines / vaccine
research '

A Denotes figure is significantly higher or 58

are aware of.
l(AN TAR PU B L I C BASE: All respondents (2023 n=1,242; 2021 n=1,219; 2018 n=1,228). v lower than all other subgroups at 95% ClI

Those aware of scientists and discoveries (2023, n=299; 2021 n=297)



AWARENESS OF CHIEF SCIENTIST

One in seven had heard of Queensland Chief Scientist before. Males, those aged 45 years and over, postgraduates and those located in Darling
Downs were significantly more likely to have heard of the Chief Scientist.

AWARENESS OF CHIEF SCIENTIST DEMOGRAPHIC DIEEERENCES

16% ™ itk i

A 23% Male V¥ 11% < 45 years 16% Currently workin
Have heard of y y 9

V¥V 9% Female A 20% 45+ years 20% Retired
Queensland ¥ 5% Not currently working

Chief Scientist

= ¥

|
ves ¥V 7% High school V 14% Metro/North/South Coast
= No 18% TAFE A 26% Darling Downs
18% Undergrad 20% Northern/Mackay
Don't know A 32% Postgrad 21% Cairns

21% Fitzroy/Wide Bay/Burnett
19% Western/Remote Queensland

l(AN TAR PU B L I C F2. Before today, have you heard of the Queensland Chief Scientist? A Denotes figure is significantly higher or
BASE: All respondents (2023 n=1,242; 2021 n=1,219; 2018 n=1,228; 2016 n=1,200). v lower than all other subgroups at 95% CI
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Demographic Data: Location, Age, Gender
Unweighted Data

<=
Location (%) ib Age (%)

iff

Metro/North
Coast/South Coast

Darling Downs
Northern/Mackay

Cairns
BayiBumet

Western/Remote I
4%
Queensland

24%

Gender (%)

18-24
25-29
30-34
35-39
40-44
45-49
50-54
55-64
65-74

75+

11%
%
9%
%
8%
4%
5%
16%
22%
9%

T

[ ]
}

S2. Please enter your 4-digit postcode in the box below.

S3. How old are you?
l(ANTAR P U B L I C S5. Which of the following best describes your gender identity?

BASE: All respondents (2023 n=1,242). *Note: ROQ included Darling Downs, Northern/Mackay,Cairns, Fityroy/Wide Bay/Burnett and Western/Remote Queensland

61



Demographic Data: Parental status, Education, ATSI
Unweighted Data

€
Parental status (%) h Education level (%)

Has child who has not started school 11% Year 9 or below
Year 10

Year 11 or 12
Diploma or certificate
Has child who has finished school 18% University undergraduate

Has child in primary school 13%

Has child in high school 10%

Does not have children 57% Postgraduate diploma

Postgraduate degree

Other
Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander (%) “

(% of those who have studied post-school)

AG

Participation in post-school science course

mYes
No mYes
Prefer not to say No

S5. Please select which of the following apply to you.

G2. What is the highest level of education you personally have completed?
l(AN TAR P U B L I C G3. Were any of your post-schooling studies in a science-related course?

G12. Are you an Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander person?

BASE: All respondents (2023 n=1,242).

62



Demographic Data: Employment Status
Unweighted Data

Employment Status (%) ™

Working full-time 31%

Working part-time - 16% of those currently working work in a science-related job

w |
=]

Working casually

S

Self-employed ! \ )
&I 10% of those currently retired worked in a science-related job

Home duties
; = 69% of th tly studyi tudying a science-related
Studying 3% M of those currently studying are studying i -
course

Looking for work %

Unable to work 2%

[ |
11% of those currently looking for work are looking for science-
related work

Other I 2%

G4. Which of these best describes your current employment status?
G5. Are you currently working in a science-related job?
l(AN TAR P U B L I C G6. Before retirement, did you work in a science-related job? 63
G7. Are you currently studying a science-related course?
G8. Are you currently looking for science-related work?
BASE: All respondents (2023 n=1,242).



Thank you

Star Mark

- Richard Bishop Cathy Day Katrin Nuss
richard.bishop@kantar.com cathy.day@kantar.com katrin.nuss@kantar.com
CGERTIFIED
it Kantar Public | Level 11, Waterfront Place, 1 Eagle St, Brisbane Qld 4000 | www.kantar.com

—18020260—
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